The Bloody Assize

nearly always there for purposes of stealing the wealth of
others. Even Titus Gates, though a reckless liar, was not
that sort of perjurer. And to disbelieve all the Crown
witnesses who gave evidence in the trials arising out of the
Popish Plot, merely because you have an historic sympathy
with the politics of the men at the bar, seems carrying your
contempt for human testimony too far.

Even if Prance had been cross-examined by an expert
advocate of to-day, though he might have been shaken as
to the identity of one or other of the prisoners at the bar
of the Court, yet his story of the manner and happening of
the murder would, I think, have stood the test.

The trial took place in Westminster at the King's
Bench on Monday, February loth, 1679. The three
prisoners were Robert Green, Henry Berry and Lawrence
Hill. But in the indictment there were also the names of
Father Girald and Father Kelly, Irish priests who had
fled the country, and one Vernatt, who may or may not
have been a priest, but was an active partner in the crime.
These men had all disappeared and, as Sir William rightly
said, " had left their blind followers, the prisoners at the
bar whom they had drawn into this bloody act, alone to

answer it."

For it was clear that whoever did the murder had
planned it with some care, and if it was carried out as
Prance describes, it can only have been done with the
active consent of important people connected with Somerset
House, then the palace of the Queen.
About a fortnight or three weeks before the murder,
which took place on the night of Saturday, October 12th,
a meeting was held at The Plough alehouse, At this
meeting Gerald, an Irish priest belonging to the household
of the Venetian ambassador, was present. He is also called
Girald and Fitzgerald. He seems to have been the moving
spirit in the business. With him was Kelly, another priest,
and Miles Prance. The other three men who had been
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